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Local Law No. 5 of the year 2018 

A local law '^'•°'^°*'"9 The Use Of Reusable Bags And Regulating The Use Of Plastic Carryout Bags 
(Insert Title) . • ' ' '- ~~- '• '• '- ' '• 

Aild Recyclable Paper Carrryout Bags 

Be it enacted.by the . Ulster County Legislature . . of the 
(Name of Legislative Body) 

IZlCounty p C i t y ; p T o w n • V i l l a g e 
• . ' (Select.one:) '•-.. "- ;• . • . , |! . • 

of, Ulster r I asfol lows: 

Full text enclosed. . : ' ' 

(If additional space is needed, attach pages the same size as this sheet, and number each.) 
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(Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the filing of this local law and 
strike out that which js not applicable.) 

1. (Final adoption by Ibcal legislative body only.) 
I hereby certify that the jocal law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. -. '. • • ^ of 20. of 
the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of - - • - ' ' " " ' ' • ' was duly passed by the 

on - > "' • 20 , in accordance with the applicable 
(Name of Legislative Body) . 
provisions of lavv. ; '; 

2. (Passage by local legislative body with approval, no disapproval or repassage after disapproval by the Elective. 
:'-- Chief Executive Officer*.) ' to 
I hereby certify thatthe local law annexed hereto, designated as'local law No. ^ o f 2 0 2 ° _ o f 
ih(i(Qnur^\)/)l^6(^m^ ':.'- • ' ; ' vvas duly passed bythe 

^ Ulster County Legislature nn September 20 [ 20 18 . and was (approved)|tJflKi(jJ^P^ 
' (Name of Legislative'Body) . 
<fKpaae»dr«frflf>fte^ i: and was deeiined duly adopted 

• • •' ' (Elective Chief Executive Officer*) • 

on October 19 20| 1 18 |, in accordance w ith the applicable provisions'of law. 

3. (Final adoption by rieferendum.) 
I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. •- • of 20 of 

the (County)(City)(Town)(Villa9e) of - vyas duly passed by the 

• " ' . ' . - : ' ' " - ; . on 20 . and was (approved)(not approved) 
(Name of Legislative Body) » 

(repassed after disapproval) by the - • . i on ' 20_ . 
(Elective Chief Executive Officer*) 

Such local law was submitted to the people by reason ofa (mandatory)(permissive) referendum, and received the affirmative 
vote of a majority of the qualified electors voting thereon at the (general)(specia])(annual) election held on 

20 _, in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. ' 

4. (Subject to permissive referendum and final adoption becauise no valid petition wias filed requesting referendum.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. : of 20 of 

the (County)(City)(Tovvn)(Village) of -" • . ; ' • was duly passed by the 

" ' ' • ' - • • • ' • ' ' • on • • • 20 ,, and was (approved)(not approved) 
(Name of Legislative Body) .' ''. ' . • "• • " :1v ; • ; 
(repassed afterdisapprovai) by the • - . ' . ' on . ; .20 Such local 

(Elective Chief Executive Officer*) \ . • ' 

law was subject to perrnissive referendum and no valid petition requesting such referendum was filed as o f . . _ 

20 , iri accordance" with the applicable provisions of law. 

* Elective Chief Executive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer ofa county elected on a county-wide basis or, if there 
be none, the chairperson of the county legislative body, the mayor of a city or village, or the supervisor of a town where such officer is 
vested with the power to approve or veto local laws or ordinances. - , 
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5. (City local law concierning Charter revision proposed by petition.) 
I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law Nn of 20 of 
the City of": " • " ' • . . having been submitted to referendum pursuant to the provisions of section (36)(37) of 
the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of such city voting 
thereon at the (special)(general) election held o n ^ : 20 , became operative. 

6. (County local law concerning adoption of Charter.) f 
I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law Nn . •_ '. •_ of 20 of 
the County of ' '• Statfi of New York, having been submitted to the electors at the General Election of 
November _ _ — ' ^ 20 ;_, pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 of section 33 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having 
received the affirmativeVote ofa majority ofthe qualified electors of the cities of said county as a unit and a majority ofthe 
qualified electors of the-towns of said, county considered as a unit voting at said [general election, became operative. 

(If any other authorized form of final adoption has been followed, please provide an apipropriate certification.) 
I further certify that I h$ve compared the preceding local law with the original on file inthis office and that the same is a 
correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of such original Ibcal law, .and w^s.fihally adapted in the manner indicated in 
paragraph .2 abovie. 

Clerrbf the county legislai 
officer designated by local 

(Seal). Date: 

City, Town or Village Clerk or 
ji^ative body 

''%--p. • 
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Local Law Number 5 Of 2018 

County Of Ulster 

A Local Law Promoting The Use Of Reusable Bags And 
Regulating The Use Of Plastic Carryout Bags And Recyclable 
Paper Carryout Bags 

BE IT ENACTED, b>̂  the Legisltoe of the Cotin^^ 

SECTION ! TITLE. • 

This Local Law shall be known by ahd may be cited !as "The 'Bring Your Own 
Bag'(BYOBag) Act." " 

SECTION 2. LEGISLATIVE INTENT AND FINDINGS. 

The Ulster County Legislatiire hereby finds arid determines that data released by 
the United States Eiiyironmental Protection Agehcyl shows that between 500 
billion and 1 trillion plastic bags are consumed worldwide each year. 

The Ulster County Legislature further finds and deteimines that the production 
and disposal of single^use checkout bags has significant environinental impacts, 
includirig the contamination of the environment, the depletion of natural resources, 
use of non-renewable polluting fossil fuels, and increased clean up and disposal 
c o s t s . . ' • ; 

The Ulster County Legislature further finds and determines that most plastic bags 
do not biodegrade; over time, the bags break down i into smaller, more toxic petro-
polymers, which /eventually contaminate soils and; waterways affecting the 
envirorimerit and human health. | j. 

The Ulster County Legislature further finds and detennines that it is estimated that 
plastic bags account for over 10% of debris that washes up on the United States 
coastlines. „ 

The Ulster County Legislature further finds and determineŝ  that plastic bags can 
have a devastating effect on wildlife; birds can become entangled in the bags and 
different species of sea life can die from ingesting plastic bags, which they mistake 
for food. . J 
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Local Law Number 5 Of 2018 

Couhty Of Ulster 

A Local Law Promoting The Use Of Reusable Bags And 
Regulating The Use Of Plastic Carryout Bags And Recyclable 
Paper Carryout Bags ; 

The Ulster Goiinty Legislature further finds arid determines that U.S. retailers 
spend approximately $4 billion annually to purchase disposable bags, costs that 
are passed ori to the consumer in the form of higher! prices. Municipalities are 
spending millions of dollars to clean up and dispose of plastic bags. 

The Ulster County Legislature further finds and determines that less than 5 percent 
of plastic, bags are recycled, in part, due to the fact that it costs more to recycle a 
bag than to produce a new one. : ; 

The Ulster County Legislature further finds and determines that severar nations 
around the world have barmed or are moving towards ̂ banning the distribution of 
plastic4)ags, and twelve municipalities iri New York State have implemented some 
combinatipn of bans and/or fees for carryout bags, including the Village of New 
Paltz..-..::.'- .:••' ' • • i'. ' 

The Ulster Coimty Legislatiire further finds and deterrnines that studies document 
that banning plastic checkout bags and placing a mandatory charge on recyclable 
paper checkout bags will dramatically reduce the use'of both types of bags and 
increase the customers' use of reusable bags. "An ̂ Analysis of the Impact of 
SinglcrUse Plastic Bags" by the New York State Plastic Bag Task Force, created 
by Governor Ciiomo in 2017, issued on January, 13, 2018 supports the same. 

The hybrid solution has proven effective throughout, the United States and the 
international community in reducing plastic bag use and encouraging the switch to 
reusable bags. Communities such as Los Angeles, California have documented 
success with the ban/fee hybrid since its adoption ij in 2012, showing a 94% 
reduction in cariyout bag consumption. 

The; Ulster Couhty Legislature further firids and deterriiiries that reusable bags are 
readily available with numerous sources and vendors for such bags. 
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Local Law Number 5 Of 2018 

County Of Ulster | 

A Local Law Promoting The Use, Of Reusable Bags And 
Regulating The Use Of Plastic Carryout Bags And Recyclable 
Paper Carryout Bags 

Therefore,' the purpose of this local law is to encourage consumers in Ulster 
Coimty to use their ov̂ n reusable bags by prohibiting retail stores in Ulster County 
from providing pla.stic carryout bags to their customers and requiring that a fee be 
placed on recyclable paper bags and certain other plastic bags. 

SECTION 3. DEFiNTIONS 
-•''-• • • I .' 

t. . - • -

As used in this la.w, the following terms shall have the rneanings indicated: 

"COVERED STORE" shall mean an establishment engageid in the retail sale of 
personal, consumer or, household items includirig but , not limited tb drug stores, 
pharmacies, grocery stores, supermarkets, convenience stores, foodmarts; apparel 
stores; home center and hardware stores, stationary.; and office supply stores, 
farmers; markets, f open-air flea markets and food sprvice establishments that 
provide' carryout bags to consumers. This term does; not include food service 
establishments located outside of grocery stores, supermarkets, convenience stores 
orfoodmarts. 

"CUSTOMER" means any Person obtainirig goods froim a Covered Store.. " 

\ . • ' • 
"FOOD SERVICE ESTABLISHMENT" shall mean aj place where prepared food 
is provided for individual portion service directly to a Customer whether 
consurhption occurs on or off the premises. j 
"PERSON" shall meari ariy natural person, firm, corporation,'partnership or other 

organization or group however organized. / . 
."SINGLE USE PLASTIC CARRYOUT BAG" shall mean a single use plastic 
bag less than 4 mils thick that is provided by a covereld store to a customer at the 
point of sale arid is used to carry goods from such store. "Plastic Carryout Bag" 
does riot include (1) a bag without handles used to carry produce, meats, dry goods 
or other non-prepackaged food items to the point of sale within a store or market , 
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Local Law Number 5 Of 2018 

County Of Ulster 

A Local Law Promoting The Use Of Reusable Bags And 
Regulating The Use Of Plastic Carryout Bags And Recyclable 
Paper Carryout Bags 

or to prevent such food items from coriiing into : direct contact with other 
purchased items; (2) a garment bag or large plastic bag with two openings that is 
used to transport clothing from a clothing retailer or garment cleaner such as a dry 
cleaner; (3) a bag provided by a pharmacy to carry prescription drugs. 

"RECYCLABLE PAPER BAG" shall mean a;paper bag that (I) contains no old-
growth fiber; (2) is 100% recyclable overall and contains a riiinimum of 40% post-
consuriier recycled content; and (3) displays the word "Recyclable" on the outside 
ofthe bag. ; , 

"RETAIL SALES" shall mean the transfer to a customer of goods in exchange for 
payment occurring in retail stores, sidewalk sales, farmers' markets, flea markets 
and restaurants. The term "retail sales" does riot include sales of goods at yard 
sales, tag sales, and other sales by residents;at; their homes'. 

"REUSABLE BAG" shall mean a bag with haridles that is specifically designed 
and mariufactured for multiple reuse that is providedj; by a Covered Store to its 
Customer at the point of sale and is capable of carryirig twenty-two (22) pounds 
over a distance of one himdred and seventy five feet (i75) for a minimurn of one 
hundred and twenty . fiye (125) uses and is; either: (a) made of,cloth or other 
machine washable fabric; or (b) made of durable plastic, that is at least 4 mils 
.thick.'.v - • •<:-:.':' • , • - • ' '. '-'.-•• 

SECTION 4. PROHIBITION 

No, Covered Store shall provide a Single Use Plastic Carryout Bag. to any 
Custoiher, at the check out stand, cash register, point of sale or other point of 
departure for. the purpose of transportirig food;or merchandise out of the 
estabiishrrierit. ' : • ; 
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County Of Ulster ; 

A Local Law Promoting The Use Of Reusable Bags And 
Regulating The Use Of Plastic Carryout Bags And Recyclable 
Paper Carryout Bags 

SECTION 5. PERMITTED BAGS 

All Covered Stores may provide or make available to Customers only Recyclable 
Paper Bags or Reusable Bags for the purpose of carrying avvay goods or other 
materials; from the point of sale, subject to the terms of this Chapter. Nothing in 
this Chapter prohibits Customers from using bags of any type that they bring to the 
store themselves or from carrying away goods that are (not placed in a bag, in lieu 
of using bags provided by the store. 

SECTION 6. REGULATION OF RECYCLABLE PAPER BAGS 

A; Any Covered Store that provides a Recyclable Paper Bag to a Customer must 
charge that customer a minimum of 5 cents ($0.05) for each bag provided. 

iB. All Covered Stores must indicate on the Customer re:ceipt the nuiriber of 
,. Recyclable Paper Bags provided and the total amount charged for the bags. 

G.'An inonies collected by a Covered Store under this Chapter will be retained by 
the Covered Store. ' . 

SECTION 7. REGULATION OF REUSABLE BAGS 

A Coyered Stores may proyide their customers with reusable bags free of charge 
foi-,;a two-week period each year from April 15 to April 30. 

B. With the exception of the aforementioned fee exemptioii periods. Covered 
.Stores that provide a Reusable Bag to their Customers must charge a minimum 
of 5 cents ($0.05) for each bag provided. 

C. All Covered Stores must indicate on the Customer receipt the number of 
.' Reusable Bags provided and the total amoimt charged for the bags. 
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V Local Law Number^ 

County Of Ulster ; 

A Local Law Promoting The Use Of Reusable Bags And 
Regulating The Use Of Plastic Carryout Bags And Recyclable 
Paper Carryout Bags 

D. All moriies collected by a Covered Store under this iChapter will be retained by 
the Covered Store. !; 

. E. Each, Covered Store is strongly encouraged to educate its staff to promote 
reusable bags and to post signs ericouragirig Customers to use reusable bags. 

SECTION 9. ADDITONAL OBLIGATIONS FOR COVERED STORES 

A. All Covered Stores shall post signs at or near the point of sale located in such 
Covered Stores to notify Customers of the Provisions of this Law, as well as 
the per bag charge for Recyclable Paper Bags and Reusable Bags. 

B. No Covered Store may make available for sale Recyclable Paper Bags or 
Reusable Bags unless the amount of the sale of each such bag is separately 
itemized on the sales receipt. 

C ,No Covered Store shall provide a credit to any Person specifically for the 
purpbse of offsetting or avoiding the carryout bag charge required by Sections 6 
and 7 of this Law. 

SECTION 9. ENFORCEMENT. 

The County Executiye shall designate a County Department or Departments to 
have primary responsibility for enforcement of this Chapter. The Director of the 
designated Department(s) is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations and to 
take any arid all other actions reasonable and necessa,ry to enforce this Chapter, 
including, but not liniited to, investigating violations,! issuing fines and entering 
the premises of any store during business hours. • 

A copy bf the rules and regulations will be provided to ithe Clerk of the Legislature 
before they are publicly disseminated. ,; 
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Loca! Law Number 5 Of 2018 

County Of Ulster ! 

A Locair Law Promoting The Use Of Reusable Bags And 
Regulating The Use Of Plastic Carryout Bags And Recyclable 
Paper Carryout Bags ; 

SECTION 10. VIOLATION PENALTIES 

A. I f it is determined that a violation of this Chapter has occurred, a ^yritten 
waming notice will be issued to the operator of a Covered Store that a violation 

. has occurred and the potential penalties that will app)ly for future violations. . / • ''-'".''' ••." '' . - - I -. - • 
B. Any Covered Store that violates or fails to comply with any of the requirements 

bf this Chapter after a written waming notice has been issued for that violation 
shall be guilty of an infraction. 

C. If a Covered Store has subsequent violations of this Chapter that are similar in 
kind to the violation addressed in a written waming riotice, the following; 

. penalties will be imposed and shall be payable by the operator of the store: 

(1) A fine riot exceeding one hundred dollars ($1'00.00) forthe first 
.violation after the written waming nptice is given; 

(2) A fine not exceeding two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) for the second 
violation after the written waming nptice is given; or 

(3) A fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00) for the third and 
any subsequent violations after the written waming notice is given, 

D. A. fine shall be impbsed for each day a violation occiirs or is allovved to , 
continue. . 

E. All fines collected pursuant to this Chapter shall be used to assist the County 
with its costs of implementing and enforcing the requirements of this Chapter 
and/or for public education and outreach. \ 

- ' ' . [ . ' . , . - - ' . f , ' ' '. 

SECTION 11. APPLICABILITY. 

This law shall apply to all actions occurring on or after the effective date of this 
law. • - - ; . • 

' - ' ' - - . - - » 
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A Local Liaw Promoting The Use Of Reusable Bags And 
Regulating the Use Of Plastic Carryout Bags And Recyclable 
Paper Carryout Bags 

SECTION 12. SEVERABILITY. | 

I f any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or part bf this law or the 
application thereof to ariy person, individual, eorporatibri, firm, partnership, entity, 
or circurristance shall be adjudged by any court of corhpeterit jurisdiction to be 
invalid br uncoristifutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or 
invalidate'the remainder thereof,. but shall be confined in its operation to the 
clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or ;part of this law, or in its 
application to. the persori, individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity, or 
circumstance directly involved in the controversy in which such order or judgmerit 
shall be rendered. 

SECTION 13. REVERSE PREEMPTION. j 

This article, shall be null and void on the day that statewide legislation goes into 
effect incorporating either the same or substantially, similar provisions as are 
contained in this Article or in the event that a pertinent state or federal 
administrative agency issues and promulgates regulatioris preempting such action 
by the County of Ulster. The Ulster Courity Legislature may determine by 
resolution whether or not identical or substantially similar statewide legislation or 
pertinent preempting state or federal regulations have been enacted for the 
purposes of triggering the provisions bf this-seCtion. • 

SECTION 14. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This local law shall take effect July 15, 2019. • 



Ulster County Legislature} ss.: 
•"r; ' • ' ' ' ' \ • • ' '-' '•':-• ••' 

r have compared the pijeceding Local Law, 
adopted at the Regular Meeting of the Ulster 
County Legislature held on Thursday, September 
20, 2018, and approved by the County Executive on 
October 19, 2018, with the original thereof, on file 
in this office and do herebyj CERTIFY that the 
same is a correct transcript I thereof- and of the 
whole of said Local Law. 

WITNESS my hand and seal of the 
Ulster County Legislature, at the 
City of Kingston, Ulster County, 
New York, on this 19*** Day of 
October in the year Two Thousand 
andJ^^hteen. 

Victoria A. %liella, Clerk 
Ulster County Legislature 


